
St. Pauli News in Detail 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Greeting and 
Ushering 
 

Nov. 4 Wahna Smith 
Nov. 11 Mike Stickler 
Nov. 18 Jim Strandlie 
Nov. 25 Skip Swanson 
 
Sunday Service:  
• Light altar candles before service and put 

out flames after church. 
• Act as Greeters and hand out bulletins. 
• Usher for offering and communion.  
• Tidy up pews after church to make it ready 

for the next Sunday’s services.  

Altar Preparation: Kathy Alberg  
    (Nov. 4th and 18th) 

 

* * * * * 
 

  November 
    Milestones 

 
        Birthdays 
 Nov. 7 Blaine Torstveit 
 Nov. 16 Barb Nelson 
 Nov. 16 Jonathan (JD) Torstveit 
 Nov. 28 Wahna Smith 
 

 Anniversaries 
     Nov. 26 Dennis & Sharon    
                      McCollough 
 
(If we don’t list your birthday or 
anniversary, it’s because we don’t 
have it. Email or call Faye.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Community 

Thanksgiving Services 
 

Wednesday, November 21st 
7:00 pm 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
* * * * * 

 
ELCA Disaster Response: 

Syrian Conflict 
 

Last month, a newsletter article talked about the 
situation in Syria and the ELCA’s response to it. 
The Church Council decided to match individual 
gifts using general congregational funds to a 
maximum of $500. 
 
St. Pauli members contributed $475 to commit 
to stand with our companions in Syria as we 
seek ways to encourage their role in the 
promotion of peace and reconciliation. These 
donations were matched by St. Pauli’s general 
fund and a check for $950 was sent to the 
ELCA. 

 
A big “THANK YOU” to everyone who 

contributed so generously!

 

 



For All the Saints Who From Their Labors Rest 
Hallow, in Old English, means 
“holy” or “sacred.” Therefore, 
“Hallows' Eve” or “Halloween” 
simply means “the evening of 
holy persons” and refers to 
the evening before All Saints 
Day, which is November 1 on 

our Christian calendars.  
Halloween is a mixture of Celtic religious ideas and 
Christian martyrology. In the early years when the 
Roman Empire persecuted Christians, so many 
martyrs died for their faith that the Church set aside 
special days to honor them. For example, in 607 
Emperor Phocas presented to the pope the 
beautiful Roman Pantheon temple. The pope 
removed the statues of Jupiter and the pagan gods 
and consecrated the Pantheon to “all saints” who 
had died from Roman persecution in the first three 
hundred years after Christ. Many bones were 
brought from other graves and placed in the 
rededicated Pantheon church. Since there were too 
many martyrs for each to be given a day, they were 
lumped together into one day: All Saints Day.  
In the next century, All Saints Day was changed by 
Pope Gregory III to today's date, November 1. 
People prepared for their celebration with a night of 
vigil on Hallows' Eve (contracted to Halloween), 
possibly because of the strong holdover influence 
of the Celtic Samhein festival which many 
Christians in Ireland, Britain Scotland and Wales 
had continued to observe. 
In the 10th century, Abbot Odela of the Cluny 
monastery added the next day, November 2nd, as 
“All Souls’ Day” to honor not just the martyrs, but all 
Christians who had died.  
Protestants generally regard all true Christian 
believers as saints and we observe All Saints Day 
to remember all Christians both past and present. 
In the ELCA, All Saints' Day is celebrated on the 
first Sunday in November. On this Sunday, we not 
only remember Saints, but we also remember all 
those who have died who were members of our 
local church congregation. 
In some congregations, a candle is lit as each 
person's name is called out by the pastor. Prayers 
and responsive readings may accompany the 
event. Often, the names of those who have died in 
the past year are affixed to a memorial plaque. 

At St. Pauli, why not begin a tradition this year of 
making donations each All Saints Sunday to the 
Cemetery Association fund as a way of thinking of, 
honoring, and giving thanks for as many Christians 
from the past as we can remember, especially 
those whose lives and teaching contributed 
something to ours.  
Remember, you can always go to our church 
website, historicstpauli.org, and click on the 
“Cemetery” tab to see the plot layout and rules for 
our cemetery with links to genealogy information for 
almost every person buried at St. Pauli Cemetery. 
 
 
For all the saints who from 
their labors rest,  
Who thee by faith before 
the world confessed,  
Thy name, O Jesus, be 
forever blest.  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Thou wast their rock, their 
fortress, and their might;  
Thou, Lord, their captain in 
the well-fought fight;  
Thou in the darkness 
drear, their one true light.  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  

O blest communion, fellowship divine!  
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine.  
Yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  

And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,  
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song,  
And hearts are brave again and arms are strong.  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  

But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day:  
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;  
The King of glory passes on his way.  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  

From earth's wide bounds and ocean's farthest 
coast,  
Through gates of pearl stream in the countless 
host,  
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:  
Alleluia! Alleluia!



Minutes of the Church Council 

September 20, 2012 
 

The St. Pauli Church Council met on Thursday, 
September 20, 2012 at St. Pauli Church. Members 
present:  Sharon Bergerson, Arlo Rude, Wahna 
Smith, Skip Swanson, Jodie Torkelson and Pastor 
Carl Hansen. The meeting was called to order by 
Council President Rude at 7:05 p.m. 
Pastor Hansen opened the meeting with a prayer. 
Approval of Agenda 
Swanson made a motion to approve the agenda as 
presented. Bergerson seconded, motion carried. 

Secretary’s Report 
The Minutes for the August 16th meeting were 
presented and reviewed.   
Smith made a motion to approve the Minutes as 
presented. Swanson seconded the motion, and the 
motion carried. The Minutes will be printed in the next 
monthly newsletter. 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s report for August 2012 was 
distributed and reviewed.   
Expenditures: $2,216.90 
Income: $7,144.04 (includes $3,950.04 
transferred from the Memorial Fund for hymnals) 
Checking account balance: $25,622.04 
Savings account balance: $20,384.13 
Edward Jones balance: $33,102.04 
Memorial Fund balance: $18,661.90 
 Total:   $97,770.11  
Cemetery Association balance: $3,414.93 
The council discussed encouraging donations to the 
church cemetery on November 4th when All Saints 
Day will be celebrated. A short announcement will be 
included in the bulletin. 
Torkelson made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s 
report. Swanson seconded, motion carried. 
Pastor’s Report 
Several upcoming synod events were discussed.  
Bishop Wohlrabe will host “Pie with the Bishop” 
September 23rd at Immanuel Church of Plummer.  
There also will be a Fall Stewardship conference at 
Zion in Thief River Falls on October 21st. Pastor 
Hansen encouraged council members to attend. 
Pulpit supply will be needed for September 30th.  
Rude will find someone for that Sunday service. The 
council was happy to hear that Pastor Steve 

Peterson, Assistant to the Bishop, contacted Pastor 
Hanson about how the interim pastoral relationship 
was working and he had no objections to continuing 
the relationship. We decided to continue with three 
month agreements. 
Pastor Hansen asked about trying a new setting now 
that the congregation seems to be more comfortable 
with the new hymnal. The council agreed that Pastor 
Hansen and the church organist, Faye Auchenpaugh, 
should work together to select a new setting that we 
would begin learning at the beginning of next year. 
The Rally Sunday service was discussed. Everyone 
felt it was wonderful to have so many children 
present at the service and the children’s sermon 
added greatly to the significance of the day. 
Reports 
Members in Sickness or Distress – Pastor Hansen 
visited with Clayton Mathson at home. He continues 
to be in our thoughts and prayers. 
WELCA – The church supper is now set for October 
28th. Safe food handling training will be held 
Thursday, October 27th at Zion and everyone working 
on the dinner is encouraged to attend. At least one 
person needs to be present at the supper who has 
taken the training. 
Men’s Group – the group has ceased meeting for the 
time being. 
Sunday School/Board of Education – The board had 
a meeting August 26th for the parents and teachers.  
It was decided to go forward with a new curriculum 
this year. The curriculum that will be used is on a disc 
and the weekly lessons will be copied by Rude for 
each class. All classes will study the same Bible 
stories each week so children will hopefully be able to 
share what they learned with each other when they 
go home or talk after class. Although more students 
are expected to attend this year than last year, every 
other Sunday when there are fewer students present 
they will meet as a group instead of in individual 
classes. 
Old Business 
Steeple Painting/Repair – The repair has come to a 
halt while the basement renovations are being 
completed since the basement needs to be done in 
time for the Fall Supper. 
 



Basement – The walls will be painted this week.  
Then electrical work will be completed. Once the date 
is set for the carpet to be delivered, the old carpet will 
be pulled up and they will look at whether there are 
any repairs to the subfloor that need to be made. 
There are costs above and beyond what was 
approved at the annual meeting. Everything will need 
to be installed before the church supper so there isn’t 
enough time to call for a special congregational 
meeting to approve the overage. Instead, approval of 
the additional costs will need to be brought up at the 
next annual meeting. 
New Business 
ELCA Disaster Response: Syrian Conflict – This 
initiative of the ELCA was discussed and it was 
agreed that the church would match any individual 
donations up to a total of $500. Torkelson will make 
sure information is in the church bulletin on how the 
congregation can contribute to this cause. 
2013 Budget - Rude suggested putting out a request 
for information from the various church groups on the 
2013 and 2014 budgets. He will develop a form that 
can be filled out giving suggestions on things that are 
needed for the church or the various causes we 
support. It is a method to solicit input from the 
congregation on how we spend our money prior to 
bringing it forward to the annual meeting for approval. 

Shelves – Shelves on casters will be purchased for 
the old kitchen area in time for the Fall Supper.   
Synod Conference – The Fall synod conference will 
be held at Zion in Thief River Falls from 2pm-7pm on 
October 21st. Torkelson will put an announcement in 
the church bulletin for the next two weeks. Those 
who are interested in attending will need to let 
Sharon Bergerson know so she can write a check for 
all of the registrations. 
Annual Review – Now that a full year has passed 
with Pastor Hansen as our interim pastor, the Council 
conducted an annual review.  The Council let him 
know that the feedback from the congregation has 
been very positive and that we consider ourselves 
very fortunate that he is leading us during this 
transition. Swanson made a motion to approve an 
additional 1 hour of compensation per each worship 
service effective September 1, 2012. Torkelson 
seconded the motion, and the motion carried. 
The meeting closed with The Lord’s Prayer. 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jodie Torkelson, Church Council Secretary 
 

* * * * * * * * 
Historic Minutes  

of the St. Pauli Congregation 
 

9 June 1901 
A special meeting was held in the church on June 9, 
1901.   The chairman informed that the purpose of 
this meeting was to elect a representative and 
substitute for the coming annual meeting of the 
Norwegian Synod that was to be held in the Wild 
Rice congregation from the 20th to the 26th of June. 

Thereafter was proposed, supported and 
unanimously accepted to elect a representative and 
substitute and to these positions were elected 
Andrew Odegaard, representative, Ole Helgesen, 
substitute. After this the meeting was ended by the 
chairman. 

20 September 1901 
A special meeting was again held in the church on 
Sept 20, 1901.    The meeting was called to order by 
Mr. Andrew Odegaard, who informed that the 
chairman was prevented from being present, and he 

informed that the purpose of this extra meeting was 
to find out what the congregation intended to do on 
account of that its pastor had by letter been 
summoned from Grand Forks. 
A. Odegaard was proposed, supported and 
unanimously accepted as chairman of the meeting, 
after which each and every man expressed his 
opinion about the matter which in all cases 
amounted to [an agreement] so that the present 
Pastor I. T. Aastad would stay to serve St. Pauli 
congregation if he could.   After this was proposed 
and supported to elect a committee of three men 
that would meet in Thief River Falls on the same 
day, and at a meeting there express the decision of 
the congregation, and further to handle matters on 
its behalf and with full authority. To form this 
committee were elected A. Odegaard, Pete Nilson, 
Ole Pederson.  After which the meeting was ended 
with the Lord’s prayer.  
Jacob H. Amundson, sec’y 



Historic Minutes (cont.) 
 (Editor’s Note:  Evidently the committee elected at 
the September 20th meeting was successful in its 
delegated duties, since the 1902 annual meeting 
minutes that follow forthwith include Rev. I. T. 
Aastad as the chairman of the meeting.) 

11 January 1902 
St. Pauli Scandinavian Lutheran congregation held 
its 8th annual meeting in Braaten’s school house on 
January 11th 1902. [Note: the church has changed 
from a Norwegian Lutheran congregation to a 
Scandinavian Lutheran congregation.]    
The meeting was opened by the chairman I. T. 
Aastad with reading from the Scriptures, prayer and 
hymn song after which the chairman declared the 
meeting opened. 
  The Secretary’s report from the last annual meeting 
was thereafter read by the Secretary and also two 
special reports. These were put together into one, 
after which they were all unanimously accepted 
without changes.  
After this the treasurer read his report, which was 
also unanimously accepted without changes.    
Then the secretary for the building committee of the 
congregation read the last reports of the records of 
the building committee that showed what actions 
had been taken to build the church, and also 
informed about the financial status which was shown 
to be good. Thereafter it was unanimously accepted 
without changes.  
  Then the meeting proceeded to discuss the 
incorporation of the congregation and it was decided 
that the chairman should read the incorporation form 
which he had brought. This was done after which it 
was proposed to accept the incorporation articles 
one at a time. It was unanimously accepted after the 
articles of incorporation had been read and 
accepted one at a time. It was proposed and 
supported to accept the same as a whole, which 
was unanimously done. These articles of 
incorporation say among other things that a trustee 
shall be elected within the congregation for a certain 
time, and that the congregation shall hold its annual 
meeting in December every year.  
  After this officials were elected. 

  Members of Corporation: I T Aastad, president   
Trustees, members of Incorporation, 1904: Andrew 
A. Odegaard, Vice President   
Trustees, members of Incorporation, 1905: Halvor J. 
Hostvet 

Trustees, members of Incorporation, 1903: Pete 
Nilson. 
This was unanimously accepted.    
Proposed and supported to elect Ole Pederson as 
member of and chairman for the building committee 
instead of Hans Fredrickson who has resigned. 
Unanimously accepted. 
  Proposed and supported to elect a religion school 
committee of three men. As members elected were 
Halvor Torstvet, Hans Fredrickson, Ole Pederson. 
A. Odegaard and J. Amundson were elected to be 
Sunday school teachers.    
Proposed and supported to settle for a sum of ca. 
sixty dollars as the pastor’s salary for the year 1902. 
Unanimously accepted.    
Proposed and supported that St. Pauli congregation 
will help to form a group for arranging district 
meetings. Unanimously accepted.   Delegates were 
elected: Ole Pederson, J. Amundson.  After which 
the meeting was ended with the Lord’s prayer    
Jacob Amundson, secretary 

* * * * * * 
LUTHER LEAGUE    

In the 1950's, St. Pauli had a strong young adults 
group known as the Luther League. In the early 
years of St. Pauli, this group was known as the 
“Young People’s Society,” and they were very active 
in the church. In fact, the church bell and the pews 
were gifts from this Society. Another active group 
during the early years was the Young Girls Service 
Society (Pigeforening). Articles they had crocheted, 
knit, embroidered or sewn were sold at the Annual 
Ladies Aid Sale and the money saved. In 1906, 
these girls gave the altar, communion rail and pulpit 
to the church.  

The Luther League generally met once a month, 
although this was not always the case during the 
winter months. Luther League provided many 
opportunities for fellowship and it was felt that the 
Luther League was instrumental in the young adults 
becoming leaders in the church.   One of the 
highlights each year was selecting a delegate to 
attend the District Luther League Conference, held 
in a larger city such as Duluth.  

(continued on next page) 

  



Luther League (cont.) 

Bev (Rolandson) Larson found the Luther League 
Secretary’s records for 1952-54 when the 
Rolandsons were doing some work at the family 
farm last fall. These minutes will be published every 
month and you will quickly be reminded that times  

 

were different then: the entire family (father, mother, 
all of the children) came to the meetings and there 
were set amounts to be paid for lunches.  

Enjoy this additional walk down memory lane!  

 

 
 

 

 
Historic Minutes  

of the St. Pauli Luther League 

The St. Pauli Luther League met for its annual meeting February 24, 1952 at the Emil Thune home. 
President Melba Gustafson presided at the meeting.  
 

The following program was given: 
Opening song by the audience 
Reverend Fjelstul lead devotions 
A reading “Faith” by Fern Mathson 

The program closed with the audience singing “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways.” 
 
The business meeting opened with the secretary’s and treasurer’s reports of the past year. 
 
Elected to office for 1952 were: Fern Mathson, President; Melba Gustafson, Vice President; Connie Alberg, 
Secretary; Marlyn Bjorge, Treasurer. 
 
After some discussion, it was decided that the officers would meet to choose an adult advisor to the Luther 
League. 
 
A motion was made and seconded that the Luther League buy the next tank of gas for the church stove. 
 
A suggestion was made that the Luther League contribute to the “March of Dimes.” A discussion followed on 
whether or not the Luther League should give to charities outside the church. The motion was dropped. 
 
A motion was made that the Luther League send $35 to Youth In Action. 
 
The organization then discussed the price of lunch. They decided to raise the price to 25 cents for all those 
confirmed and charge 10 cents for children’s lunches as before. 
 
Lunch was served by the Carl Alberg, Emil Thune, Carl Finstad and Norman Nelson families.   
Proceeds: $18.40. 

Secretary: Connie Alberg 
 

 



Our Church Bell 
For centuries, church bells have played a prominent 
role in the history of countries, communities, and 
places of worship throughout the world. Historically, 
church bells have served as timekeepers, used to 
mark the hour for work, prayer, and community 
gatherings. In addition, church bells today often ring 
to commemorate occasions and events. The 
melodious sound of cast bronze church bells is 
timeless. Enclosed in prominent landmark towers 
and steeples, church bells are known and 
recognized, both by sight and sound, as local 
fixtures — representing the enduring quality of 
community. 

Dating Back to the 5th Century 
While the public use of bells dates back to the 
Middle Ages, the first recorded use of church bells is 
often attributed to Paulinus, the bishop of Nola in 
Campania, Italy, around the 5th century. Historical 
writings document the appearance of church bells 
throughout Europe over the course of the next 
several centuries. Some of the oldest church bells 
still in existence are located in and around Europe, 
including the Bell of St. Patrick in Belfast, Ireland. 
The earliest bells tend to be square, and constructed 
of hammered iron plates riveted together. Early 
church bells were much smaller than bells cast in 
more recent years. For example, a bell made for the 
church at Orleans, France in the 11th century was 
considered large at a weight of 2,600 lbs. By the late 
19th century, much larger church bells were being 
commissioned, such as the 15-ton bell cast for Saint 
Francis de Sales in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
 
Traveling Bell Foundries 
The first church bell foundries were located in 
monasteries. Eventually a professional business 
emerged in Europe, and the construction process 
was perfected and refined. As records indicate the 
purchase of church bells in areas where no 
foundries were located, it is believed that many early 
bell artisans traveled the country, setting up 
temporary foundries as needed.  
 
The impact of church bells throughout history 
extends from their community and religious use to 
the influence they have on church architecture. 
Some of the most beautiful towers in the world were 
constructed to house church bells.  

The year 1910 saw the building of the steeple at St. 

Pauli with its very unique Norwegian architecture  

and the steeple is the only remaining exterior 
evidence of our heritage. That same year, the Young 
Peoples Society gifted the bell to the congregation. 
The bell cost $120.56. 

Fast forward to 2011  
New windows and steel siding have been installed. 
The shingles were replaced fairly recently and are in 
good condition. Now it is time to repair the steeple. 
While Gary Iverson has been in the bell tower 
numerous times to return the bell rope to its rightful 
place after someone has decided to show their 
muscle and pull it too hard, Arlo Rude made the first 
of many trips up there over the past year to check 
on the condition of the tower and bell base and to 
take photos. A side benefit is that these photos give 
us a good view of the countryside from the tower.  
Arlo also did some research after looking closely at 
the bell markings. He received the following reply 
from the Minnesota Chapter of the American Bell 

Figure 1. The parts of a bell 



Association: “The Cincinnati Bell Co. may have been 
the tradename used by the Cincinnati Bell Brass and 
Iron Foundry listed in Zell’s U.S. Business Directory 
of 1889 and which was established in 1814. This 
firm's bells were made of either iron or steel, not of 
bronze. Bronze bells could be tuned to a note as 
would be the case when making a chime so music 
could be played. Iron or steel bells can not be tuned. 
The tone of the bell is determined by not only the 
diameter and weight of the bell, but also by the 
temperature of the molton metal, how fast it cools, 
and the humidity on the day it is cast. Thus different 
bells of the same diameter from the same foundry 
but cast at different times will have different tones. 
Your best bet would be to have a musician listen to 
the bell. A bell has two different tones. The first is 
the strike note, and that is the sound heard when the 
bell is struck, and the second is the hum tone, and 
that is the note which continues after the strike note. 
It is normally an octave below the strike note. When 
you hear music being played on bells, you are 
listening to the strike notes.”  Faye Auchenpaugh 

listened to the St. Pauli bell and the strike note is in 
the tone of B. 
Arlo has provided additional data on St. Pauli’s bell:  
“I have found information that the bell itself weighs 
800 pounds. With the mounting frame it weighs 
1,100 pounds. The pulley is made from a wagon 
wheel rim. To the edge of the rim are welded pieces 
of metal that form the grove on the pulley to hold the 
rope. The spokes of the pulley are pieces of flat iron 
that are welded to the wheel rim and attached to the 
shaft with one retaining nut. The nut holds the flat 
irons in groves in a cast iron hub. The base and the 
bell appear to be matched. 
The bell rests on a wood frame made of cedar 3.5” 
X 7” beams. The base is in need of replacement and 
will be replaced with the present remodel project of 
the steeple.”  
 

The problem to be solved now is how to raise the 
bell and mounting frame weighing 1,100 lbs. in order 
to remove the present base and install a new one. 
Arlo has installed a wooden framework to the 
outside of the bell tower so that it will be safe for him 
to replace the rotted wood and trim on the tower 
itself. Imagine the wooden scaffolding that must 
have been erected to build the tower back in 1910!  
While Arlo intended to get the project finished this 
year, the basement remodeling has taken all of his 
spare time. The repair will retain all of the 
Norwegian architecture, but we will use modern 
materials that will not require as much maintenance. 
The good news is that unlike some other churches 
in the area, our bell tower does not leak.  

Figure 2. Stamp of "Cincinnati Bell Co." 

Figure 3. The "40" on the yoke refers to the bell’s 
diameter. 

Figure 4. The hub for the spokes of the wheel. The hub is 
cast iron and the single nut holds the spokes to the hub. 



Fig. 5. Standard and bearing supporting the bell and wheel. 
 

Fig. 6. Plates are welded to the rim and spokes welded to 
the rim to form the wheel. The bell rope runs around the 
wheel between the plates. When the rope is not pulled 
properly, the rope will jump out from between the plates. 
 

 
Fig. 7. Standards and support beams need to be replaced. 

 

Figure 8. Cover of "Cincinnati Bell Foundry" catalog. 
 

Figure 9. From the Cincinnati Bell Foundry catalog 
 

 
“Ring out old shapes of foul disease; 
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold; 
Ring out the thousand wars of old; 

Ring in the thousand years of peace.” 
“Ring in the valiant man and free 

The larger heart, the kindlier hand; 
Ring out the darkness of the land; 

Ring in the Christ that is to be.” 

-Tennyson.



“St. Pauli Congregation at the Andrew Hestikind farm” 
(Can you identify any of these people? Photo can be found at historicstpauli.org under Historic Photographs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Landing, Pennington County, MN 
Patchwork of fields   
Colored squares bounded by perfect lines of roads  
Carved by rivers, decorated with lakes 
 
Blank canvas   
Where successive visionaries have released  
Private renderings of the true world   
As they would have it 

In midnight light of summer   
Or when ice crust pops under deer foot  
Each flatland life is illustrated  
Corrupted or exalted   
By certainty 

Summer late night scene   
Glowing from horizon up, long after the red ball sinks–- 
Insistent light foments indolence but   
Requires industry   
In all who walk   
On four legs   
Or two 

Rugged winter   
Makes tough all but indoor play   
While summer makes easy all but quitting in time for good rest––  
Creatures clutch a bountiful, manic warm season   
When sun refuses sleep 

Dependable crops   
Are now packed and sold or wrapped and saved  
That inhabitants may surrender in peace to  
Winter and its idiomatic   
Isolation 

Moon and stars   
Seen from within lakes in summer  
Upon lakes in winter 

Shadows a quarter mile in length   
Whispers that carry three times as far   
Ignite imagination and prick persistent memory  
In those who land and stay. 

E.W. Benson  
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A father was approached by his small son 
who told him proudly, “I know what the Bible 
means!” 
His father smiled and replied, “What do you 
mean, you 'know ' what the Bible means?” 
The son replied, “I do know!” 
“Okay,” said his father. “What does the Bible 
mean?” 
“That's easy, Daddy...” the young boy 
replied excitedly, “It stands for 'Basic 
Information Before Leaving Earth.' ”  

* * *
There was a very gracious lady who was 
mailing an old family Bible to her brother in 
another part of the country. 
“Is there anything breakable in here?” asked 
the postal clerk. 
“Only the Ten Commandments,”  
answered the lady.  

* * * 
 

The minister was preoccupied with thoughts of how 
he was going to ask the congregation to come up with 
more money than they were expecting for repairs to the 
church building. Therefore, he was annoyed to find that 
the regular organist was sick and a substitute had been 
brought in at the last minute. 
The substitute wanted to know what to play. 
“Here's a copy of the service,” he said impatiently. “But, 
you'll have to think of something to play after I make the 
announcement about the finances.” 
During the service, the minister paused and said, 
“Brothers and Sisters, we are in great difficulty. The roof 
repairs cost twice as much as we expected and we 
need $4,000 more. Any of you who can pledge $100 or 
more, please stand up.” 
At that moment, the substitute organist played “The Star 
Spangled Banner.” 
And that is how the substitute became the regular 
organist! 

* * * 
 


